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Who are we?
WBYCP stands for Western Balkans Youth
Cooperation Platform. WBYCP is a
grassroots regional youth platform
implemented by Cooperation and
Development Institute (CDI), together with
the umbrella youth organizations of the six
Western Balkans Countries - National
Youth Congress of Albania, National Youth
Council of Macedonia, National Youth
Council of Serbia, High School Students
Union of Montenegro, Central Youth Action
Council of Kosovo and Bosnia and
Herzegovina Association for United Nations
-, and with the support of Hanns Seidel
Foundation.
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The six partner organizations and
Cooperation and Development Institute
have signed the Memorandum of
Understanding and Cooperation “Working
together through the Western Balkans
Youth Cooperation Platform” in March 30,
2018. As per article 2 of this
Memorandum, “the parties commit to work
together to get the best results from

youth EU and regional cooperation in the
region and further support the role and
contribution of the youngsters in the
society. To this end, the Western Balkans
Youth Cooperation Platform represents a
strategic and valuable resource for all the
partners, as well as for their youth
member organizations. All parties agree to
use and to contribute to it.”
With the aim to promote youth
connectivity in the Balkans, WBYCP offers
a unique and tailor-made space to
youngsters from the region where they
meet, plan, organise, implement and voice
up their action.
In WBYCP, youngsters can find partners for
joint activities, design and implement joint
initiatives, exchange ideas, consult a youth
library, and build and carry outreach and
lobbying action. WBYCP is designed to
function as a resource center for youth in
the Western Balkans.
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National Youth Congress of Albania
Founded in March 2013 in
Tirana, NYC is the Albanian
youth umbrella organization
– a union of 100 youth
organizations, informal
groups, youth forums of
political parties, etc. Its aim
is to exchange information,
highlight, lobby, advocate and
solve youth issues, as well as to provide
capacity building for all entities involved in
the network.

info@krk.al
www.krk.al

albanien@hss.de
www.albania.hss.de

Bosnia and Herzegovina Association for
United Nations
BHA UN is an association
established to promote
national reconciliation through
primarily engaging the youth
from the entire Bosnia and
Herzegovina, supporting and
promoting the values of the
European Union, fostering civic
engagement in the process of
decision-making, bringing the aspect of
informal education and youth networking
to the attention to relevant institutions.
BHA UN is an integrative and inclusive
association in its membership background
variety.
info@unabih.org
www.unabih.org

WBYCP

info@cdinstitute.eu
www.cdinstitute.eu

Hanns Seidel Stiftung
“In the service of democracy,
peace and development” – this
motto is present in the work
and mission of the Hanns
Seidel Foundation (HSS).
Understanding of democracy
must be secured again with
each generation. Political
contexts must be made clear,
especially to young people.
Only then can they be
motivated to get involved
themselves and take on responsibility.
HSS has believed in the concept of
Western Balkans Youth Cooperation
Platform and has since 2017 been the
supporter of its activities.
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Cooperation and Development Institute
Cooperation and
Development
Institute (CDI) is an
Albanian think tank
focused in analyzing
and contributing to
public policy at national and regional level.
Established in 2000, it is a politically
independent, not for profit,
non-governmental organization. CDI’s
mission is to contribute to the quality of
policy-making with open and fact-based
research, analysis, advocacy and debate.
Through research, publications, events
and social media, CDI promotes an
innovative discussion space for everyone
interested in improving the quality of
evidence-based decision making.

Central Youth Action Council
CYAC is the highest body of
Kosovo's youth
representation and the
largest network that
welcomes youngsters
without distinctions of
religion, sex and ethnicity.
It included formal and
informal groups, youth
centers, organization, councils, school
and other partner institutions.
kqvr.rks@gmail.com
www.youth-kosova.org

National Youth Council of Macedonia
Founded in 30 June 2013, NYCM is a
youth umbrella organization - a
union of associations and
foundations in the Republic of
Macedonia, which gathers 50
organizations. NYCM is a
nongovernmental, non-partisan
and non-profit organization.
Since 29 November 2015, the
NYCM is part of the biggest European
platform of youth organizations - the
European Youth Forum (YFJ).
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info@nms.org.mk
www.nms.org.mk

High School Students Union
of Montenegro
Established in 2015 and is a
nongovernmental and a
non-profit youth association,
which represents the
umbrella organization of high
school student parliaments.
Its goal is to promote the participation of
high school students in decision-making
processes related to all aspects of life,
encourage youth activism, and create
sustainable methods of funding.
unijasrednjoskolacacg@gmail.com
www.unscg.me

National Youth Council of Serbia
Founded in 12 March 2011, KOMS
is the highest independent
representative body of youth in
Serbia. KOMS was founded and
joined by youth organizations
(organizations of young people,
which work with youth, for
youth, and in the interest of
youth). Its general objective is to
strengthen negotiation positions of youth
in relation to the State, improve the
mechanisms for the participation of youth
in decision-making, and provide youth with
relevant information.
office@koms.rs
www.koms.rs

Voicing Up Western Balkans Youngsters
Almost all Western Balkans countries are
facing a shrinking population dynamics. Brain
drain is becoming a systematic problematic
for the growth of our countries. Despite
these features, the share of the younger
population in the Western Balkans is still
higher than in the European Union (EU)
countries, but their contribution to the
region economic growth remains
under-exploited.
In the recent years, several regional
initiatives have put youth at the top of the
political agenda. All Balkan countries as well
as EU have recognized youth as an
important actor of the reform processes in
our region. Support to youth participation to
democratic life, education, mobility,
entrepreneurship and employment have been
identified as top priorities for national,
regional and EU policies.
In May 2018, WBYCP launched an essay
competition entitled "Three reasons to stay
in my country". Taking on board all the above

concerns, the Essay Competition aimed to
trigger a debate between youngsters and
policy makers from EU and Western Balkans.
The questions that we asked to the
youngsters were: What do you think about
the education system and the transition
from school to work? What is your take on
the vocational education and training policies
in your country? How are social values of
youngsters shaped nowadays? What should
be done for rural and disadvantaged youth?
How can youth policies better address your
challenges? What can prevent Balkan
youngsters from migrating abroad? What
can better boost activism and youth
participation at a daily base? What role can
youth organizations and grassroots
movements play? How can digital
developments strengthen youth
e-participation process? How can Balkan
youth contribute to the economy and society
in the region? What are top three reasons
to stay and be happy in your country, and to
contribute to your family, society or country?

Going local

WBYCP

During these events organised by the
partners of the Platform in the region, we
had the opportunity to meet and discuss
with representatives of youth organisations,

informal groups, student groups and youth
political forums, who are very proactive and
dedicated to contribute to the development
of their local communities. The participants
had vivid discussions and highly appreciated
the tools that the platform provides in
terms of finding partners, publications
targeting youth, creating project ideas,
having information about different calls for
participants from the Western Balkan region
in training and events.
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In order to promote the Platform, to meet
with youngsters directly and introduce them
with the Essay Competition, we started a
tour in the region, starting with Sarajevo,
and than in Podgorica, Prishtina, Tirana,
Belgrade and concluding with Skopje.

Youth Reflections
The essays collected from the essay competition “Three reasons to stay in my
country” demonstrated how Balkans young generation feels and thinks about their
future in their home country. The unifying feature of the responses was the love and
responsibility of young people for their homeland. After an assessment process from
the partners of WBYCP, 12 most representative essays have been selected, two
from each country.
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The
Winners of
the Essay
Competition
“Three reasons
to stay in my
country”

WBYCP
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“He who doesn’t belong to the homeland, belongs neither to mankind.”
John dos Passos, the American novelist values the homeland and glorifies it by
expressing proudly love for it. I find myself in every sound of this quote. My homeland is
Albania, a country with a relatively small surface, which lies on the coast of the Adriatic
Sea and Ionian Sea. Albania is considered as the fortress of the mythical heroism and
millennial glory. Into the traces of history, every piece of this land promotes desire,
honor and pride to fight over enemies and protect homeland as the most valuable thing.
An ancient civilization tightly connected with land not only in the last decades, but also
in centuries ago. In the hands and protection of its unique inheritors, Albania has
emerged not only to be a place full with culture and traditions, but also it saved every
part of history, folklore, myths and legends.
Albania is a place to be loved. In this small medieval place, the virgin nature and cultural
mysteries are combined to create a special feeling of my country. From mountains
covered with snow in the winter to fields covered with poppies in the spring. Albanian
panorama is always in transition with edges. Some of the reasons why I love my country
are the special natural resources, scenic landscapes full with life and harmony that it
offers. From geographical point of view, Albania has a suitable territorial position, in the
heart of Balkan Peninsula. This provides a lot of geopolitical advantages and economic
growth. Albania is also safe from the harsh nature destructions, so our country can
have a continuous prosperity. A lot of tourists express their good opinion about the
warm hospitality in Albanian hosts. My place will remain as a major gateway in the Balkan
Peninsula through roads network always growing and developing, making possible in this
way connections with neighboring countries all around horizon areas.
On the other side, Albania is one of the most tolerant places in the world. There are
people from different religious, who live calm and peacefully here. True religion is the
characteristically tradition of warm welcome.

Connecting Youth
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In Albania, religious coexistence is visible in many celebrations that we celebrate and we
cooperate without any discrimination. The harmonic model of coexistence of four
religions in Albania constitutes a treasured wealth for all Albanians and it is an additional
security for society and the country.
The integration through values and coexistence between national identity and European
identity make our Euro-Atlantic aspiration more tangible and valuable. Albania has been
an area, where the two greatest medieval empires, Roma and Byzantine Empire through
the authority of two catholic and orthodox churches was met and shared.
Furthermore, it was Albania, which bought to France the message of religious tolerance.
Four representatives of Albanian religious communities were part of the mass marching
in honor of the victims of the massacre to satirical newspaper “Charlie Hebdo”. The
marching side by side of the four representatives of the Albanian religious communities
was applauded by spreading the true symbol of freedom, equality and unity among
religious.
Albania, a country with a small population faces every day many problems, especially in
the economic, social and cultural aspects, lack of funds in health, education, social
exclusion, child labor, poverty, insecurity, corruption and still more directly
unemployment of educated youth. These tangible and specific issues are influenced by
different factors either by the individuals of society or by policies pursued by politicians
at central or local level.
According to reports made in 2017 about ninety-three percent of young people see
themselves abroad for a better life. Brain drain is, unfortunately, a phenomenon, that
has influenced negatively the perspective of Albania. Here is the point where I ask myself,
parents, peers or other people of the society with whom I have established professional
relationships:
“Why do we have to leave our country when we can contribute to develop it with all the
precious resources that we have inherited?”
In the pessimistic eyes of young people is a real disappointment, but if we leave and
emigrate somewhere outside, who will bring the change that we are looking for. This
change comes from our inner space; this evolution is a reflection of our mindset. Let us
start the mission of improvement, from ourselves!
I have always seen myself as the initiator of progress with my visionary, optimistic and
creative ideas. I would not prefer to create my life in a foreign land but I would like to be
educated and take some new experiences somewhere else, because being in many
countries of the world where the standards of life are higher, the offered opportunities
are greater and conditions are more specific, you have possibility to learn so much more.
Then I would use these elements and would bring them to my home country. We can turn
Albania into the ideal country for future generations, because there is really crisis of
ideologies but there is never any crisis of ideals. Through our integrating thoughts, we
may be the major change.
I would like to close this essay, with a beautiful and meaningful expression of the
president of United States, John Kennedy: Do not ask what your homeland can do for
you-ask what you can do for your country.
So let us move on together and bring the optimistic spirit in this country that needs
hope. We are the youth, we are not the future, but we are the present and reality of this
country blossom…

WBYCP
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Identity is not just a name and surname that we introduce to others, it is more than
that. There are no rootless trees so nationality remains the foundation of our identity.
Why do we call our homeland our image? Because this land has given us first the chance
to have a name, a home, a reason to move forward; the country gives the man the
motive, the characteristic, the culture bases: The Identity. In these lands that have left
my ancestors who have fought valiantly so that I and many other Albanians can be
represented out there in the arena of lands where man raised the culture and purpose
of life. The reasons for living in my country are just a bit compared to the wishes we
nourish young people for these centuries-old lands.
Albania as one of the countries of the Balkan Peninsula has been distinguished for its
potentials of its favorable geo-political position to its characterizing culture. The
Mediterranean element and the population rated as a power of this country have raised
Albania's values to the nationwide arena. As any other country that follows the path of
bloom and crises, our country with its entry into the path of democracy has begun to
advance in slow steps safe by making use of its resources. Among other things, what is
known as the powerful weapon of this Balkan pearl is the new working age that thanks
to which the future promises prosperity not only for Albania but also as a form of
cooperation with other countries in the Balkans. The optimistic sympathy of which the
communication and membership of the western peninsula states inspires me to list
three of the main reasons why I choose to live and work in my country: Albania.
Firstly, macro-economic indexes taken from serious studies of World Bank show an
increase of our economy, the first one after the 2008-2009 world crises. Optimistic
indicators related to incomings in our state ark since 2013 and on, based on the WB
predictions are to be continued until 2019 and more. This growth of our economy is
affecting the new investments, mostly the foreign ones who feel confident on investing
in Albania by developing the second and third sectors of the economy in our country. The
flux of new businesses requires to be supported not only by our natural resources but
also by the human potential that our country luckily possesses in order to make the
most of this favorable situation.
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Despite this positive evidence for our country economy, an old folk expression says:
“Bloom where you were planted”. Whether us, the youth, which are considered the
hope of the future, would decide to abandon Albania then what is going to happen
through our homeland-love? I choose to stay in my homeland because I want to serve in
these grounds, see them flowering and harvest the fruits of my labor, right there where
my roots have been fed.
Secondly as we said above the progress seen in the service sector is a derivation
resulted not only because of our country’s sources but also because of the long
isolation in where Albania has been due to the dictatorial regime. Based on international
statistic and studies the interest on visiting Albania has been growing recently with a
45%. Last year the number of tourists visiting Albania was about 200.000 tourists. It
is exactly for this reason that now more than ever we must promote our “talent” which
Mother Nature so genuinely has offered to us. This is the moment when the youth’s
power has to point out its energy in order to reveal this wild and untouched nature as
it perfectly is, magnificent and unique.
Considering this fact, would it not be a pity my dear friends giving the pleasure of
publishing these lands to a foreigner? Who could better than us, ourselves know the
precious places of Albania?! If we decide to transmigrate away from here, would not be
a barren work the one you apply in that country that will always be strange to you?
Meanwhile, in Albania your work will give you the opportunity to earn your living and be
an extra value to it.
Thirdly, I want to highlight the most inspiring reason that gives me trust to believe that
a better future is waiting for me in Albania. These new social policies applied are gaining
a great interaction in local ranks by activating our social society to take in possession
its power, stolen until now. The collaboration that has started to grow in between the
youths of Balkan is a good sign, which feeds in me the spirit of a brighter future where
each country is doing its best by working hard into representing our unique culture.
There is no reason on leaving these lands; here we have everything needed to build a
successful career, to support the people, to create an image of Albania never seen
before. Our country has a remarkable history, always pointed for its capability in going
ahead and fighting for a sustainable development and characterized in having a nation
who works hard and protects its motherland. But for what it is more important, I believe
in the strength of reuniting knowledge, experience, ideals and dreams between
Albanians and all countries in Balkan to plant the seed of peace and cooperation.
To conclude I must mention again that a new era is about to begin in Balkan, now that
the youth acknowledge the importance of their existence into changing the reality in
where we are living by bringing ideas together. Three reasons to stay in Albania: I believe
in my country’s actual development to be continuous, so as our sources are untouched
and about to blossom. The last but not the least it is my generation power the one I
have the most faith on. Together we can bring change in these lands by having the feet
on these grounds.

WBYCP
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In every single aspect of our lives, we are forced to deal with all kinds of struggles.
Sometimes the obstacles can be easily overcome, but sometimes it takes a lot of
determination, passion, courage and most importantly – patience, to do so. What if a
struggle - of any nature whatsoever - affects not only a person, but a whole nation, too?
Even if the solution exists, is it possible to implement it without mistreating anyone in
the process? We can't know unless we try, and therein lies the problem. Some people
are just too lazy, unwilling and very resistant to accept about a change.
I have just described the state of many countries located on the Balkan Peninsula.
Unfortunately, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the country I have lived in all my life, falls into
this category. It's a land with undeniable potential and opportunities that are seldom
exploited in a way they should be.
That is where the youth steps in. Taking into consideration the fact that the grown-ups
are doing a terrible job of leading the country in general, many ignored issues are left for
the youth to discuss and try to solve, only their voices are rarely heard. However, they
do not know. The people who are mostly interested in subjects that could benefit them,
whose lifestyles are all about wealth and fame, do not know that they, by showing
disinterest, accentuate the chaos we're living in. Thereby, a question arises: Is there any
hope for us at all?
I am of strong opinion that there is. As clichéd as the saying „There is always light at the
end of the tunnel.“ may be, I try to live by those words and if I, a seventeen-year-old, can
do that, why does it represent a problem for other people from my country, no matter
their age, to do so, too? It's our duty to find and decipher the answer, and to persuade
others that despite what they think, hope is not long gone.
Contrary to popular belief, people who are trying to prove this country's worth, still
exist. I take pride in saying that I am one of those people and I have lots of arguments
to support my viewpoint.
We may live in a corrupted community that is ruled by the unlettered and opulent, where
the lowest stratum of society suffers inexplicably. But how about we, for a change,
focus on the positive side?
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One of the main reasons why I aspire to stay and work in my country are, ironically,
education opportunities. Bosnia and Herzegovina offers a variety of universities – each
to their own – and in most cases, the youth underestimates the true value of them.
Even though I am still enrolled in high school, I've had a fair share of stories from people
who are trying to coax me into leaving and never coming back. By choosing a university
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, I'm not only improving the dynamic of the country itself, I'm
also setting an example to others. That's the way it should be.
It's understandable why youngsters leave their homeland, in search of chances that are
very much different from the ones they had (or didn't have) in their community. I am not
implying that one ought to stay put forever, wherever they are – that's absurd. I am also
not implying that people must not ever leave their country. The thing is – people who
migrate are almost always the ones who didn't go on with their education after high
school. Unfortunately, over the years, that kind of mind-set has been present in every
social group, no matter their education level. But, who is to blame for that?
It's not surprising that due to the ridiculous politics in Bosnia and Herzegovina, no one
really takes us seriously. Politicians and those whose job is to make sure this country
doesn't wander off the right path, are doing exactly the opposite. However, the world
does not revolve around them.
Many teachers and professors returned from well-known countries as to teach young
people from Bosnia and Herzegovina, although they had various better opportunities
abroad. Examples are likely to be found at every university: at least one professor
obtained a Master's or PhD degree in another country. Those people should serve as an
example to youngsters who aren't ever ready to make sacrifices, who have given up on
the overall system and who only look for excuses.
Policymakers should acknowledge that the way they advertise our education system to
youngsters has to be changed. In order to do that, genuine interest has to be shown
towards young people in need of advice and guidance. Although policymakers aren't fully
devoted to this subject, we luckily have many youth organizations whose aim is to raise
awareness not only regarding education, but topics such as moving abroad, women's
rights, freedom of speech, mental and physical abuse and many others.
Nowadays, youth organizations play a very important part in society. I've seen what kind
of an impact they have on youth because they're always on the move: conferences,
camps, fun competitions, workshops and debates where anyone can participate. They
ambitiously encourage peers to have an out-of-the-box outlook on everything and to
improve their own, as well as other's future by doing that. Because, in the end, it's all in
our hands.
Frankly, there are many reasons to stay: education, enthusiastic youth that doesn't
take 'NO' for an answer, cultural heritage, natural resources and other unrecognized
potentials this country has. Stay, because you're proving others wrong then. Stay,
because you're setting an example to future generations. Stay, because Bosnia and
Herzegovina could use bright minds. Stay, because this is your country and you want the
best for it. Stay, because you can't pretend that you don't care. Stay, because we are
persistent, stubborn and decisive. Stay, because this country needs you.

WBYCP
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Young minds of Bosnia and Herzegovina are being dangerously indoctrinated by huge
waves of anarchistic, populistic, senseless, and for this country, inapplicable ideals and
ideologies. Spoiled, cynical behavior is infiltrating many spheres of life, making them
literally incapable to retain or create some kind of progress or reputation. All of this has
created a progress unfriendly atmosphere, filled with washed-up ideas propagated by
the youngsters who are not only themselves living in an illusion, but are swiftly
spreading it to older and even younger generations of Bosnia. From an outside
perspective, all the recent youth activism that has been going on in this country might
seem like something positive, but when you look at the core, or maybe even better, the
political ideologies that are hidden behind it, you will soon realize that all of that is
actually cheap, inapplicable and quite frankly, useless.
But, young Bosnians are not the only ones to be blamed here, as all of this is initiated
outside of our country, accepted by attitude less creatures that simply roam in the
‘activism’ world just for personal benefits, and made as something ‘modern’, or
‘progressive’. Everything that differs with their beliefs, is instantly marked as
regressive. That kind of behavior is extremely hypocritical, especially if we point out that
all those ‘progressive’ waves are advocating for freedom of speech and expressing
ideas, but only the ones that fit in their bubble of beliefs.
Nepotism and corruption are, no doubt, some of the leading problems that this country
is facing, just like their neighboring ones. Although I absolutely agree with many that
this is a major issue, I haven't decided to write about it, since it was, is and always will
be a subject for mass media, and for that fact that it's nothing unusual, or something
that hasn't been brought up before.
Unlike those two, massively discussed problems, I think that there is a much more
influential one, spread not only amongst the ones who are ruling this country, but all
Bosnians. Low degree of development of legal culture is causing a complete havoc,
ruining Bosnia and Herzegovina and all of its population. Social control and obedience are
non-existing here. People literally laugh at law, knowing it has quite low levels of power
in certain areas. Post modernistic influence has killed morality, and is slowly creeping
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into law as well. As I said before, not only highly ranked politicians disobey and make fun
of it, but also all people do. It has certainly become a kind of trend or culture to disobey
and make fun of law and order. All of this has created fertile soil for corruption and
criminal activities, of all degrees.
In a land where picking up trash and throwing it in a can, following and respecting traffic
lights, driving under the speed limit is considered idiotic and abnormal, I think it is
necessary to establish a strict and firm law system with high penalties. Although this
is probably going to be marked as something regressive and primitive, I certainly think it
is necessary, since, when you look at this newly formed mentality amongst Bosnians,
values, ethics and honor have no influence at all. All of those (values), if applied and
accepted by our population, would certainly fix many problems that we're facing, but
since I am pretty sure that is not going to happen, I consider that stricter law, higher
penalties and spreading ideals of being a cultural, honorable and law-abiding citizen
would be the best solution. Now, not to be misunderstood, I am not talking about a
dictatorship or something similar to that, but a firm and decisive form of control. As the
world is progressing day by day, law should regulate all the newly founded activities. The
law must compensate for the disappearance of moral, respect and culture (in a
behavioral way).
One of the problems that this idea would face is literally the evil it's meant to kill –
corruption. Politicians are the ones who accept initiatives for non-government bills,
make government bills, accept and put them into effect. Some forms of the judiciary and
administration are also highly corrupt, as they are working in favour of the leading
political elites, not all, but some. If they are corrupt, and don't want to make changes,
then this idea can't come to life, unless a higher force makes them do it, but that would
have its bad consequences as well.
What I am suggesting is to develop, start up a campaign of making initiatives for
nongovernmental and governmental bills, spreading legal culture amongst everyone, by
implementing it in schools, founding various NGO's, and in the end look at the effects of
all this, hope that the initiating and deciding side would come to an agreement and
prevail against those who are enjoying this kind of state. People need to realize that
everyone has a duty to take care of their country in order to make it progressive and
successful. If this would not succeed because of corruption, we would at least change
the mindset of young and upcoming Bosnians make them willing to take responsibility,
stay and help their country get into a better state than it is in now.

WBYCP
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The bond that exists with the country where you were born is something natural and
comes more and more to become stronger. Love for Kosovo has been injected into our
veins by our parents and relatives, initially, the tire wear has made them more
connected with each other and consequently to us. Somewhere I read that parents do
not love kids because they have their own blood or have been born, but because I have
grown up and passed with me at every stage of life, joy, hardship, and anything in the
eye of an alien may seem sad. The same thing I think is true of our love for this country,
for Kosovo. I love because I have spent 17 years here, any news that worries my country
hurts me and every step in the front makes me happy. Kosovo is a small country, but the
greatness of a country is not counted on the territorial dimension and the number of
inhabitants, at the moment we understand that YES we can make this wonderful place,
this change must begin in each of us, great things will start to take place. A small
country cannot fail to develop when it has good will and good strength to change,
change comes only to work and prove to ourselves that we are capable of carrying out
our duties and responsibilities as citizens. To sit and discuss with most of your youth,
you will understand that most people do not see their future in this country, but
everyone forgets that if it cannot be great in the country, you will not be anywhere else.
Why should I stay in Kosovo?
Because I love this place and want to see how it grows and grows bigger every day. I
know if each of us has contributed to its development with a minimum of 20% of the
capacity that has been different things but I hope we will soon become aware and we
will start waking up.
Often we hear in the news the achievements that young people from our country have
done in other countries and enjoy a lot, but what is most troubling is why these
achievements are not here. Young people in Kosovo do not lack the will, they do many
things to change, but sometimes they get tired and the frustration turns their eyes to
another life. They see hope to another country where they don’t belong, and this is an
injustice that is being done, not allowing us to develop here and this country should take
action to open up jobs and enable better living opportunities.
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However, we have to keep in mind that the change starts from ME. I need to help develop
my country. I should focus my efforts on improving the level of education and health. The
reason I mentioned this is that education is going on an unsettled path and absorbed in
the dust of oblivion, dust that could not be cleansed by anyone unless we followed the
necessary steps over the years. I am young, I think to contribute to these two areas to
raise students awareness that learning is the main thing in life and knowledge has no
limit, every person should be in the service of knowledge to develop life without deceiving
someone and without was deceived by anyone, then teachers did not make any
difference, but their ratings should be of a measurable level by not forgiving the grades
but by forgiving because the error of a teacher goes to the ground. As far as health is
concerned, many developments have to be made that health is the primary thing in every
man's life, health is no better, and today’s greatest citizen is to lead health institutions.
I hope they will recover, but they are being victimized and getting sick, because health
and humanity are doing business in these times and this has to change, and the change
comes with those who study in this area, taking safe steps in treating diseases, fighting
and preventing them, that it is about life, life. Eh, how worthwhile is every second in a
healthy life, giving you the impression that a single-step rose and always gives a more
beautiful color?
I'm making my way to a new stage in my life where I hope to help me get molded
professionally, I want and pray that with this forming I will have an impact on improving
my country.
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Having traced within Kosovo society for a long period of ten years, we are witness to
that, apart from the many problems and challenges the Kosovo state has faced,
numerous problems still prove that Kosovo is in a difficult time with this conglomerate
consisting of problems. From many empirical sources, we conclude that every day many
problems come and increase, that in other words we can say that these problems,
despite their longevity, pose a cancer for Kosovar society and as such since are many,
I have tried some of the most important ones in my essay, why should I stay and those
problems that the Kosovar state should face and we are the ones that have to change
the policies of her to have an economic development, a new political spirit and the
MEDIA to be uninspired and not politicized. Economic Development : I emphasize that
Kosovo still has no visible progress on a fruitful economic development. What is worrying
is the fact that a fairly large part of the youth enjoy a superior qualifying professional
potential and still lack employment, which all this drug can fall on the responsibility of
our institutions that have not yet created seats new jobs.
Then, in this regard, the state as a high institutional mechanism has a moral obligation
and duty to at least develop the loops of the economy in order to stimulate external
donors for investments in Kosovo, but also for Kosovo to do a step forward towards
more fruitful economic development. Even this was also the main goal why this is my
goal of living in my country and what are the three things that my state needs to
regulate and pushed us to prioritize economic development as the first priority.
Because economic development today determines almost all pores of life, through
economic development, society, but also the institutional-state mechanism itself, can
achieve the improvement of citizen's life by creating new jobs, but at the same time by
stimulated even foreign investors.
The other change my country needs is the Political Spirit: Today, we know that in the
processes of political parties in Kosovo, it can be said freely that there is no equilibrium
spirit of political parties. Although most political parties do not have a certain
orientation or profiling, they do not yet protect the citizen's interest sufficiently. So in
this case we can say that we still do not have an opposition which would be a strict
lawyer for the benefit of the citizen, always protecting the rights of the citizen.
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One such case that is worth mentioning is the case of Albin Kurti, where thousands of
signatures were reached, and were sent to Parliament, but the matter remained
questionable. Therefore, in order to develop a modern political spirit, it is normally
necessary for a stronger voice of the political elite, especially by the opposition, which
can play a constructive role in a contemporary democracy, just like other democratic
countries.
The other change is the Media: The media, today in Kosovo society, are perhaps the
most important element, the eyes of the citizen are directed towards the media. The
media represents a special socialization agency. However, seeing closer the
developments of Kosovo politics, we are witness to what Kosovar media are politicized
by the fact that pressures, social pressure, often in different ways are used by the
media as an instrument towards achieving the goals of certain. The media today in the
contemporary world are considered a very pragmatic element which defacto affects the
perception of the citizen's own opinion, so in general and especially today
post-industrialists in the lead with "Kahn admit that the media today are more
prominent in the developed societies; play a huge role in the globalization process. " In
other words, we can say that these media have influenced the Kosovar citizen either in
the positive or negative terms, so mixing media politics would not increase the
credibility of the media in relation to public opinion.
These three things are why I want to live in my country to change these three problems
from us. The problems and challenges that exist in the Kosovar state are only three of
the many that are, which obviously would not suffice to knit with a few lines in such a
short reflection. Therefore, walking further, and socializing more closely with some of
the problems, challenges and challenges that represent a deconstructive element for
the Kosovar state. We can say that the main challenge for Kosovo will be: the economic
development, the lack of a broader infrastructure that would create new jobs, would
stimulate foreign investors, but it would also be a step important for the state as a
strong, functional state, and capable of managing its affairs successfully. The next
challenge is to create a more constructive political spirit, as opposed to what is
occurring, so both the opposition and the position always have the mind of the citizen in
the sense that the citizen is not harmed but feels his voice, because ultimately thanks
to the citizen's vote the political elite in those places stands.
Then, the media, which is also regarded as IV power, is independent in terms of pressure
and social pressure, which is done daily by many groups, clans of various interests. In
the end we can say that these are some of the problems, challenges, and
confrontations faced by Kosovo society. There are also other problems that would
normally not be enough to knit them in a few lines. Therefore, it remains our
responsibility to live in our country and be in them to lead the state to successfully
manage these challenges and other challenges that come in the meantime if it wants to
be a democratic, functional and developed state.
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Should I stay or should I go? This is a question that many of the people from my country
and the Western Balkan’s ask themselves everyday. Why should I stay with this corrupt
government and system, should I wait my whole life for the chance for my country to join
the EU? Or should I just pack my bags? Despite the alarming rate of people moving out
of my country, I for one want and will stay in Macedonia. People always ask me why do I
want to stay in this country? What is the use of it because everything is always the
same. Whenever I get asked these questions I just always reply the following. I must
study law and economy so that my kids have the liberty to study mathematics and
philosophy. It’s my passion and duty to stay here and succeed so that in the future
people will be shocked when they hear that somebody wants to leave the country, and
have them write an essay on reasons why they should leave their own country!
Going into the first reason why I will stay in my country is simple, why should I leave? In
my country Macedonia and in my city Skopje which I have lived my whole life and I have
enjoyed. All of my friends and family are here, I know every single street here I know
every neighborhood and every great place that makes burek so why should I leave? No
I’m not pounding my chest and yelling out that my country is the best, but there’s a
difference between going to another country on a trip and moving there and making it
out in a whole different place where nobody even knows me or ever heard of me. While I
don’t judge anyone and fully understand why they leave, my strongest reason is because
I want to study law in my country so that I can contribute in fighting crime and bringing
back justice where it’s supposed to be!
In my opinion here Macedonian politicians can first start with proving their loyalty to
their country and fulfill the most basic promises they’ve promised in the beginning just
so people start having their hopes up, and we all know that hope dies last. This may not
seem as a good solution but as we go to our second reason you will understand.
Macedonia’s upcoming youth is something that we shouldn’t let go of. With the uprising
of globalization and internet today’s youth have so much more access to information
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than anyone in the whole history of mankind. We can develop critical thinking much
faster, we can meet friends all around the world easier, communicate easier, gain
knowledge must quicker but only if used correctly, which is why I encourage every
teenager, young adult to start investing in themselves as soon as possible and find
passion in it, because people with this kind of a passion will not only change the country,
will change the world! The government and EU should show more support to the NGO’s
and encourage every kid to join them, and I recommend passing a law that makes it a
must thing to participate in one NGO every year, and if they don’t they miss out on
important experiences which can change their whole perspective on the world, make
contacts which can help them later on and help them with their people and planning
skills. I strongly encourage and demand that this happens.
I’ve been very active myself this school year, not just in NGO’s but also in politics. I’ve
got my mind set on changing the whole country, I’m desperate of making this country on
the standards of the EU, and I swear I will do what it takes to achieve that!
Moving on to my last reason to stay in Macedonia, well you see, Macedonia has a lot of
potential, and the thing stopping us is corruption and the name dispute. Our
government over the recent years weren’t even working for the people but just for
themselves and also pushed to the extremes. But in over just one year things have been
starting to change as the government puts anti-corruption and the name dispute as top
priority. We are close to solving the name dispute and with this win for the two decade
problem my country Macedonia will open up to the world, will join the NATO coalition and
sometime in the future the EU and will receive much more investments and the average
pay will go up, hopefully even more than 500 euro as promised! The Macedonian
government should close the deal immediately and EU politicians should encourage and
acknowledge the new name immediately! I strongly suggest that Macedonian politicians
take advantage of our geographical position and immediately invest in solar panels. A
study once found that one quarter of solar panels the size of Skopje can provide
electricity for the whole country. By this we can help out the people who burn tires to
keep themselves warm for the night but at the same time it will lower the pollution of
our cities by a large scale, and we can also export this around our Balkan neighbors
becoming the leaders in the region. After this I strongly support investing in opium and
giving out bigger subsidies to farmers for them to do it. Cannabis can actually bring
Macedonia an extra 100 million more euros in one year and the prime minister approves
of it! Macedonia can again take advantage of It's location and export it to our other
Balkan neighbors and even further, all with the help of EU and the government of course!
After all, at the end of the day, a person who loves his country and is willing to change
it, will change it no matter what is trying to stop him. And I hope with the support form
EU we can achieve our goals and maximize the countries potential!
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Courage. That’s the first word that instinctively came to my mind when I read this
intriguing topic line. Knowing that this word originated from the Latin word for heart, I
cannot help but ask myself: how did we end up using it in correlation with fearlessness
and fierceness? However, being the complex human beings that we are, we have the
capacity to understand courage as an emotion. In my opinion, I generally lack courage.
Actually, we all need courage on a daily basis, more or less. It doesn’t necessarily have
to be what drives us or the root of all of our actions, but having courage is always a vital
part of change. For example, it takes a lot of courage to go abroad in order to continue
your studies and pursue a dream like the majority of my peers are planning on doing, but
it also takes a lot of courage to stay in your homeland, especially when you’re living in a
small country in the Balkans.
First, through the past years I learnt that I am the creator of my own adventure
because there are many chances that are just waiting to be grabbed. The community
needs young enthusiastic activists just as much as young people need activism. Taking
part in various volunteering projects has endless benefits and it’s not only about the
skills that you gain or the lessons you learn. I realized that the self-growth is an
on-going process, which requires constant effort. A fascination struck me when I
become aware that change is needed in many different elements of modern living. This
means that by taking part in diverse set of activities I can become confident to speak
up about the importance of feminism, mental health, social inclusion etc. Moreover, that
action of raising your voice about these issues becomes much more challenging and
therefore rewarding when you’re living in the Balkans. Staying in my country doesn’t
limit me from further personal development in any way.
Second, when it comes to activism and making a change, one can make the biggest
possible impact in their own surrounding. One way to refer to this is as a form of local
activism. I enjoy being quiet and observing everything that happens around me. That’s
why I am good at detecting problems. If I notice an issue and I decide to tackle it,
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I can easily share my ideas with a lot of people. Staying in my country means that there
is a higher possibility that my voice is going to be heard and my message – effectively
spread. I aim to live by the fact that we grow when we have to do something that we’re
completely unfamiliar with, but activism requires familiarity. Activism blooms when it’s
being properly recognized and supported by other individuals. Since I have been engaging
with many people through different projects, I believe that my country is the place where
I can use my full potential. The process of getting out of the comfort zone reminds me
of a flow: if I feel comfortable enough to speak up, I am most likely to find myself doing
more and more amazing things.
Third, I am truly fond of the many events that are taking place in my country. The
numerous cultural and educational happenings, such as art exhibitions, fairs,
conferences, discussions, free movie screenings etc., are perfect opportunities to
support local artists or hear someone’s point of view. When I see how big the public’s
interest is for quality content, I feel as if I can prosper as well. I want to believe that
there is a platform that I can use in order to express my thoughts. Young people, like
myself, generally strive towards individualism. While I don’t know precisely about other
cities, I can say that in Skopje, there is a sense of easiness, understanding and
accepting. That is the best starting point for building almost anything, but I’m going to
get straightforward idealistic here and say: building a better community. Hence, by
combining each other’s unique ideas and skills, we can manage to succeed in
approaching many young people and delivering a meaningful message.
In conclusion, I believe that enthusiasm and motivation can bring people together even if
they’re from different generations and backgrounds. We can all confirm that positive
energy is contagious. Our small acts may make a change that seems insignificant, but
from there on, they can lead to a butterfly effect. Everyone should look up to their role
models until they become a role model themselves. It’s inspiring and very common to
admire world famous leaders in any field, but our heroes have to be people that are close
to us and people that we can relate to. I aim to be able to feel a genuine connection to
my country. My national identity along with my mother tongue and the traditional music
which I love, are simply not enough. I want to feel appreciated, heard and accomplished.
Our country needs to reciprocate in order for us, the youth, to feel encouraged!
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I’m coming from Montenegro, I’m on my last semester of Bachelor studies in Salzburg
like Erasmus student. I had opportunity to compare education in Montenegro with
Austrian education. Education in Montenegro is putting in center of attention reading
and studying everything from book, students in Montenegro don’t have opportunity for
praxis and giving opinions. So transition from school to work is really hard to manage,
because students are changing the routine from just studying and not having praxis to
getting a serious job where is expected from you that you know everything.
I’m claiming that vocational education is not well used in my country. With example that
someone can graduate from Faculty of Political Science but their vocational education
will be maybe to work in some market, I think that Montenegro doesn’t have well-formed
structure of how many students in different filed has to be. The funny fact is that our
University is giving opportunity to everyone to study but when students graduate they
cannot get a job. Training policies as I wrote at the beginning they are not well
developed. We have many NGOs that are trying to give students opportunities, but I
think that county have to have that obligation, because training policies are really
important.
In Montenegro we have big problem because of youth which is not interested and youth
that have no chance to participate, I social values of youngsters in Montenegro are well
shaped nowadays, they have opportunity to contribute by going on different
conferences and they can listen different presenters, but they are not interested that
hard, that’s why I cannot just blame the country, and this is pointed concrete to youth
on south and main city Podgorica. In Montenegro we have divided youth on north and
south, where youth from north is in one-way disadvantaged because of poor lifestyle,
where youth don’t have many chances like youth in south.
Problem that has to be done for rural and disadvantaged youth is big and need action
immediately. This problem can be solved by organizing different actions through the year,
and giving ‘little’ scholarships to students from north to go on south in their schools
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for 15 days. To them that would be big change, because even though it’s same country
the culture is different in every part. They could learn from different professor and that
could change their mentality.
Balkan youngsters are migrating abroad because of lack of education, we don’t have
opportunity to experience something else, we don’t have opportunity to do thing in
different way. Also, financial situation is really bad. I’m talking from experience, when I
came to Austria I was shocked with education that students there have, everything is
online, every book, and that’s better for budget of a student, they are doing different
research for grade, they have so much different system, which I really like. In
Montenegro is old school, we don’t study any current topic, we study something that
happened in history long time ago and that is not so important. So this is the reason,
Balkan youth wants better education and better opportunities for their life. And if
situation would be different that could prevent youth from migrating. But there are
always ways to boost activism and youth participation at a daily base, I had idea to print
on every faculty one motivational message about youth activism and how much it’s
important, because we can’t see that often in Balkans. By reading that messages they
will think about the future in some point. Balkan youth can contribute to the economy
and society on many ways in the region.
Also big role in one country are playing youth organizations, I was member of the
Administrative Board of the Union of High School Students of Montenegro. It involves
managing an organization of over 70 high school students. Take the responsibility for
project management, relationship with the private and public sector. It implies creating
a vision of the organization and strategy for implementation, as well as constant work
with members on the realization of plans. And I’m member of AIESEC student
organization in Montenegro. AIESEC is today one of the most serious and most active
youth organizations with 3 offices. So from my experience I know how much we helped
youth and how much I met myself and my interests.
Main role nowadays is playing e-participation processes, because of all digital
developments this is one of best ways to present youth different policies. With help of
social media youth can learn much but also they can apply for different internships and
conferences to learn more, and to expand their way of thinking.
My wish is to be ambassador of my country, to help her and to represent her in best
light. My top three reasons for staying in Montenegro are: Success of my small town
Mojkovac, helping youth in finding their way and having education on level of perfection.
th the support form EU we can achieve our goals and maximize the countries potential!
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They say you carry in your heart a part of every place you visit. Everyone who has ever
been in my country would agree that its beauty cannot be ignored. There is no place in
this world with more captivating beaches, marvelous waters, enchanting mountains on
a smaller territory and that is what makes anyone who visits my country admire the
exquisiteness of its beauty. This wonderful country, I am proud to call mine, is
Montenegro.
Despite its unique beauty, Montenegro represents a small community of people who are
no strangers to troubles, issues and obstacles coming on their way to a greater future.
One of the biggest problems in this society is, in fact, brain drain. Many talented
individuals are leaving the country every day, looking for a better tomorrow elsewhere.
Due to a lack of opportunities, youth increasingly migrate to foreign countries, but also
from northern parts of Montenegro to its central and south region, which magnifies the
consequences of this phenomenon. One of the most important reasons for this is the
relatively low quality of education that is provided to the youngsters. As a result, young
people seek for better opportunities for excellent education and professional
advancement abroad. Another problem youth face in Montenegro is unemployment.
Unable to work in their area of interest and expertise, young people hope that their
abilities will be valued more in a foreign country, where the only thing that matters is
your will to work hard and contribute to the future of the country, as well as your own.
So what can prevent youngsters from migrating abroad? What can we do to show young
people that Montenegro has many things to offer to them? Perhaps the best way to
start is by making it clear that their voice matters. Let’s ask the youth what they want
and what they think should be changed and we will realize that they have many great
things to say, but only if we listen to them. If we want to improve and put a stop to the
dissatisfaction of the youth, then we can’t be afraid of change. We have to work hard,
but most importantly, we have to work together. This is the only way to make it clear to
the youngsters that they have a future in Montenegro.
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Improving the education system and making it available for everyone, including rural and
disadvantaged youth, is the way to go. Even though the current system is flawed, it still
has many advantages. I am a secondary school student which gave me a chance to see
these benefits firsthand. One of them is that there is something for everyone. Whether
you are an excellent mathematician, brilliant athlete or an outstanding writer, there is
a place for everyone to grow and flourish. So instead of just pointing out the things we
could enhance, I am sure that if we focus on the positive aspects of our education
system and the youth organizations in our community, we will realize that our country
can, in fact, offer us a great future. But for this to happen, youngsters must be eager
to learn, actively participate in the decision making in Montenegro and have the courage
to speak up and fight for what they believe in. And we need policy makers to hear our
ideas and help us achieve our goals.
Even though my country has a long way to go before the problematic of brain drain is
solved, I am certain that if we not just hear, but listen to each other, work together and
use our voice to improve the position we are in and inspire others to do the same, the
number of youngsters who would gladly stay and be happy here, will increase. This will
happen because Montenegro isn’t just a country. It’s our home. No matter where you
go or what you do, you will always carry a part of this remarkable country with you. It
will always have a special place in your heart and a part of your soul will forever miss it.
No other place could ever feel like home. So why don’t you just stay in your country and
use your voice and talent to help make it a place no one wants to leave behind?
Even though my country is small, we all love its mountains and their eerie gorges that
have never had to endure the chains of slavery. People joke that if you would straighten
its hills, it would be the largest country in the world. Historical and natural beauty of
Montenegro is one to be proud of. The peace of mind that the deep blue color of the sea,
the feeling of sand under my feet and the sound of crashing waves give me, I haven’t
been able to find anywhere else. My country has shown over the centuries that the size
doesn’t matter and that its real strength lies in the hearts of its people.
If you haven’t fallen in love with Montenegro’s breathtaking beauty so much it makes you
not want to ever go, or if this country and the people in it don’t really feel like home to
you, then you might be wondering if you have any reason to stay. I think you have plenty
of reasons not to leave.
Leaving the country you were born and raised in on your way to an uncertain future,
hoping it will be better than the one awaiting you if you don’t go, takes great courage
and strength. It’s a hard journey only the brave ones leave on. But no matter how hard
leaving might be, staying is the true challenge. Fighting for what we believe in and
encouraging others to speak up is what will make this land we call home a better place
for the future generations. And that, for me, is the only way.
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Being a part of Western Balkans brings me motivation and so much hope for
cooperation. Reasons are nothing less than my experience though non-formal education
like are youth exchanges, training courses, debates, seminars…So, so, so many of
everything including knowledge, values, different points of view, understanding,
emotions, friendships and last but not the least, love.
Let’s discuss education system. Each of us, people who are education themselves, are
not limited at all. It is all up to me, my decisions, my believes, my strengths and clarity
of my intentions. Serbians know to say, and I’m following it – who wants & find a way. So
for me, there are no limits and barriers at all. I just should know what my environment
have for me in order to get well prepared for transition from school to work. After my
environment comes possibilities which one I can receive unselfish from, in this case,
Western Balkans countries. It is about my intention who I want to be, what I want to
become, do I want to grow in every sense of that word and with what kind of people I’d
like to be surrounded.
Luckily, since I recognize values of non-formal education, I started to be surrounded by
young people who are open minded and that, precious moments, with all of them, from
whole Europe, brings me totally different social values from for example, have my
colleagues from school. The point is existence is such a recognizable and noticeable
social values which one are different between two groups of young people. I feel freedom
to choose which one I want to share like example for others following my inner feelings.
It becomes a pleasure to discuss with open minded young people about any kind of topic,
no matter how deep and vulnerable can be. That it place for growing and that is moment
of collecting values what can brings you happiness in life. Following step is usually idea
to share values with other people who weren’t thinking about them on that way and
though relax conversation, try to bring closer some other points on society.
People with who I was talking about migrating abroad usually have the same point of view
– everywhere and everything is better than here like are salaries, health, education,
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people, food and similar. All of that people forget one thing – where ever you go for a
better life, your believes are following you. It means that you need to think deep about
your point of view on everything in your place of living. If you are not satisfied right here,
I am so sure that you will not be satisfied with America, Canada, New Zealand or Japan.
Considering that all is about thoughts, youngsters should become aware of theirs
points of view in order to recognize how lucky they are because there are part of
Western Balkans.
Since I recognize benefits of non-formal education and get experience, I started to think
how amazing would be if I have more people from my community who understand why I
am volunteer in organization, what that brings me, why education like this is important
and similar benefits. Situation about youth participation in my hometown is poor and I
was wondering why. My experience says how this is about youth interests, motivation
and point of their view and also their parents. Before all, young people should have
freedom to choose and responsibility. I personally know a lot of them who can’t
participate on some activity because theirs parents didn’t allowed them to do it. So, we
have young person who don’t have personal freedom of expressing and parents of that
person who don’t know anything about NFE, but somehow think “why should someone
pay everything to my child for some education? It is a lie! My child can stay without some
organs like is kidney”. Sad and true. Let’s use all media like are TV, social media, radio,
billboards, parental meeting at school and all the other in order to convince these kind
of parents how their children’s are safe and how they will become wiser, happier, erudite
and similar. Let’s show to our Western Balkans young people existence of amazing
experience. Let’s be persistent and consistent until we start feeling what we get
success.
One, two, three and…Like I said before, everything is up your thoughts and point of view.
In my head exists nice number of benefits which I have at term “Western Balkans”.
Important part in my life is business & life style. I’m aware of fact that my business idea
I easily will do with WB countries because we are neighbors who are mostly talking the
same language before all others benefits. I used to travel a lot and I can’t imagine better
party life somewhere else or at WB country places. I exactly want to stay in order to
show to myself and to other people how great life is possible in Serbia. I will be real and
visible example for all other people who have different opinion. My intention is also to
open the eyes to young people. I want to be surrounded by people who have everything
what they need in life which will brings smile on their faces and to tell them “I told you
that you can do it. Just If you want!”.
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According to the NES (“NSZ”) data analysed by N1, my country, Serbia, happens to be
in the first place in the region and second in the world in the number of educated youth
leaving their country. This is not a recent trend and in fact, an alarmingly important
number of Serbian people of very different backgrounds decided to move abroad for a
couple of decades now. When it comes to myself, the environment in my native Belgrade
was persistently encouraging me to leave the country. Eventually, I gave it a try and as
a scholar I spent a year in a school in the UK. As soon as I left, I felt an urge to return
to Serbia and make my greatest effort to feed back all the knowledge I have acquired
abroad. All the previous attempts to persuade me that the ongoing difficulties in Serbia
are insurmountable became questionable to me and reasons to stay in my country
emerged clearly in my perception.
Serbian people enjoy very much a certain common mindset and recognise particular
values that our people preserve and hold dear, such as generosity, hospitality,
straightforwardness, warm-heartedness... The first reason to stay in my country is
patriotism, but an active and a genuine one. We love our approach to life and the familiar
simplicity of our people, but love of homeland remains superficial if we do not justify it by
getting involved into shaping our society. Patriotism is meaningless if it does not require
responsibility – a collective one which we avoid to embrace. Some leading European
countries have recognised this and began to systematically cultivate a sense of caring
for the society, so that everybody feels concerned for the common good. In Serbia, the
majority of citizens are unhappy about the status quo, but turn their back on taking
their part in the change. Our civil society should embrace the role of watching on
powers, raising public concern if needed or lobbying for causes such as the control of
corruption. NGOs could contribute to achieving this by educating people about their
rights and obligations as democratic citizens, helping develop their skills to work with
one another to solve common problems, to debate public issues, and express their
views. In the current state of stagnation, it is crucial to develop a critical, dynamic and
reactive society. Patriotism is about acts, not words.
The second reason to stay in my country is the regional community. Balkan is equally as
important a unit to focus on, as we strongly identify with it. At present, our region has
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not fully recovered from the consequences of war and other conflicts that followed. All
of the Balkan countries are destabilised to an extent and are going through a tough
period of transition. However, since we share so much heritage and culture, it is a
priority to make the Balkans a place of prosperity as a whole. At this point it is essential
that the new generation, which has grown up in the new state of affairs, acts towards
rebuilding and strengthening their individual societies from the inside and simultaneously
unites in change and focuses on re-establishing healthy relationships in the region. Here
again, the NGO sector plays a crucial role, since the key is networking and engaging
youth both professionally and personally to overcome the stigmas and conflicts.
Moreover, in the European context, our region has always been a bridge in between the
West and the East. Nowadays this is a strong opportunity for development and we
should aim at maintaining and even enhancing that position. It is also very important to
find a way through recreating the image of the Western Balkans in the eyes of Europe,
not by rejecting our identity, but through adopting new concepts and keeping up to pace
with the EU countries.
The final reason to stay is the belief in the power of my fellows – the youth. Mobilising
youth as a marginalised group in our society should be the uppermost mission for the
youth policy makers. Young people, which could be leading change in the society are, on
the contrary, an extremely passive group in Serbia. Older generations largely claim that
we are the hope for tomorrow – indeed the youth hold a great power of which they is not
aware. However, they are not helped and directed, and the pessimistic attitudes of
older people are very overwhelming and discouraging. As a consequence, young people
remain insecure, demotivated and finally, uninterested. That state must improve as
quickly as possible with some support from the more experienced. The NGO sector is
definitely an opportunity for youth empowerment and inclusion, because it is open and
easily accessible. As an example, since I work in the sector, my present mission is
tackling the lack of awareness through improvement of media literacy. Projects of such
nature are vital for equipping young individuals with skills which would allow them to
critically analyse and make full use of what is served to them from the society.
At the end of the day, there is no way of ‘preventing’ people from leaving the country.
The ultimate goal we should fight for is to make people genuinely satisfied by what their
native Serbia is offering them and as a consequence do not feel the need to look for
well-being abroad. Significant change in number of people leaving is unlikely unless Serbia
becomes attractive to youth by providing them with opportunities, a fulfilling life
standard and a secure place to be. That is why a motive of those who decide to stay now
has to be the eagerness to fight and witness change. Otherwise, what will Serbia and
the region become in half a century? Change might be tedious, but it is only us who can
make it go at a higher pace if we persist in our efforts. If we do not take action now, who
do we rely on? Who will?

Getting all
together in Tirana

WBYCP

The Youth Forum offered a
discussion space where
youngsters builded up a common
position and voice up their shared
understanding of present and
future challenges, together with
required action. They had the
opportunity to discuss them with
policymakers and other youth
stakeholders in the region. The
priority was given to the listening
and promotion of grassroots and
bottom-up initiatives and to the
reinforcement of their message in
promoting positive changes.
Instead of focusing on problem
solving, the forum promoted
positive examples of young people
mobility - geographical and
career-wise, experiences of
building build social capital,
successful actions of committed
young citizen, and other beautiful
and inspiring life experiences of
Balkan youth.
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A Youth Exchange programme took
place from 9-11 October in Tirana.
This programme was the outreach
phase of the essay competition
titled "Three reasons to stay in my
country" launched by WBYCP in
May 2018. 12 best essay authors
participated in the activity and
shared with us their perception on
youth emigration, its implications
for the youngsters and the region,
the necessary policy measures and
actions to stem the loss of human
capital and reverse it. WBYCP
partner organizations and other
stakeholders working with youth
topics in the region in the region
and in EU joined the debate. In the
course of two days, the
discussants unfolded the ideas and
issues expressed in the submitted
essays which have been identified
as some of the most pressing
issues of Western Balkans Youth:
(i) Education and Youth
Employment; (ii) Youth role in WB6
institutional Governance and Policy
Making.

WBYCP Exchange and Forum Programmes 2018
9 October

#GreetingDay

WBYCP Western Balkans Exchange Programme
14:00
Arrival and Accommodation of the participants @Tirana Art Hotel & Hostel
20:00
Welcoming Dinner @Stephen Center
@Tirana Art Hotel & Hostel
10:00 – 10:15
Welcoming
Krisela Hackaj, Executive Director of Cooperation and Development Institute (CDI)
Nertila Mosko – Director of Hanns Seidel Stiftung Tirana office

#TalkDay

10 October

10:15 – 10:45
“Get to know each other” - Social Game
Moderation by Lorela Marku, Project Officer at
Cooperation and Development Institute
11:00 – 12:15
“Talking together in different languages” - Open Discussion
Bojana Bulatovic – Program Officer at RYCO
Nicola Ristic – Communication Officer at RYCO
12:20 – 13:30
“How to sell our point of view?” – Seminar
Amarildo Topi – Press and Information Officer at Delegation of the EU in Albania
13:30 – 15:00 Lunch
15:00 – 16:30
“The reasons to/not to stay in my country are…” – 1st Brainstorm Session
Vlora Krasniqi – Central Youth Action Council Kosovo
Andrea Micanovic – High School Students Union, Montenegro
@Tirana Art Hotel & Hostel
09:30 – 11:00
“Could the Youth programmes be a turning point in our lives?” - Informative session on
WBs youth programs, projects and exchanges.
Oltiana Rama, International Voluntary Projects
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#ActionDay

11 October

Connecting Youth

11:15 – 12:30
“Let’s communicate effectively with policy makers” – 3rd Brainstorm Session
Endrit Shabani - Researcher
12:30 – 13:00 Presentation of the conclusions
Dafina Peci – Secretary General of National Youth Congress of Albania
13:00 – 15:00 Lunch
15:00 – 16:00 Signing of the Youth Statement by NYCs representatives
17:00 – 19:00
Official meeting at the Municipality of Tirana, Erion Veliaj, Mayor of Tirana
@Municipality of Tirana
Visiting tour in Tirana - With Aspasjana Kerxhalli, Director of Youth Directorate
at Municipality of Tirana
19:30
Intergenerational talk & dinner with embassies
Moderation by Alba Brojka - Cooperation and Development Institute
@TeDuKtu

1st “VOICE UP” WESTERN BALKANS YOUTH FORUM
12 October 2018
@Tirana International Hotel
09:00 – 09:15
Registration
09:15 – 09:30
Welcome speech
Krisela Hackaj, Director of Cooperation and Development Institute
Klaus Fiesinger, Director for South Eastern Europe of "Hanns Seidel" Foundation
09:30 – 10:45
Voicing up the youth potential
“Structured bottom-up initiatives for strengthening youth impact”
Xhevat Bajrami – Director of Youth Department, Ministry of Culture, Youth and
Sports, Kosovo
Lorena Haxhiu – Director of National Youth Service, Ministry of Education, Sports
and Youth, Albania
Nenad Koprivica – Head of Youth Directorate, Ministry of Sports, Montenegro
Izidora Lazic - Winner of the WBYCP Essay Competition, Serbia
Mak Selimovic – United Nations Bosnia and Herzegovina Association
Moderation by Dafina Peci, National Youth Congress of Albania
10:45 – 11:00
Coffee break
11:00 – 12:30
Revitalizing the youth potential
“Young People in Western Balkan, the engine for economic growth”
Dajna Sorensen – Albanian Deputy Minister of Finance and Economy
Antje Müller – Committee on Eastern European Economic Relation, Internship
Programme of German Business
Kreshnik Loka – Regional Youth Cooperation Office
Sidita Dibra – Skills for Jobs Project
Mirian Bllaci - Cultural Heritage without Borders
Moderation by Meliha Muherina – Center for European Perspective (Slovenia)
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12:30 – 12:40
Wrap up / Closure

Balkan Youth have a
Future in their Home Country
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Following the analysis of findings and discussions from the
country and online consultations, the strong messages of
the essays and the workshops organized in Tirana within
the "1st Voice Up Western Balkans Forum", partners of
WBYCP have in conclusion adopted the Joint Western Balkans Youth Statement. This statement attests WBYCP’s
commitment to work during this year in addressing the
main challenges highlighted from the Western Balkans
youngsters.

JOINT STATEMENT
Balkan Youth have a Future in their Home Country
For more than 8 months six national youth umbrella structures in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo,
Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia – all partners of Western Balkans Youth Cooperation Platform -, have
discussed with their members and any interested young person their reasons to emigrate or not.
This regional grassroots consultation was followed by an essay competition entitled “Three reasons to stay in
my country”.
Those essays coming from tens of youngsters showed how Balkans young generation feels and thinks about
their future in their home country.
Rich with the findings from community consultation and from the essays, we gathered in Tirana together
with 12 most representative essay authors, to discuss about youth and emigration in the Balkans,
The unifying feature of the responses we came of was the love and responsibility of young people for their
homeland.
The other shared observation was youngster’s commitment to make homeland change for the better.
But for us to be able to contribute and also realize our dreams, some crucial conditions must be fulfilled.
A more accessible and better quality educational system is the main demand – high cost of schooling or
low quality of education pushes young generation to look for better alternatives abroad;
Employment is not only our worry but also the main concern of our families. The transition from school to
work, the availability of fairly-paid jobs, the merit-based career development and more active job-market
policies for youth are required for Balkan youngsters to make a career here.
But currently youth policies are designed and implemented by people who are not directly concerned from
our burning issues, as a matter of age, mindset or expertise. To build and implement youth policies that
respond to our needs and really help youngsters, the Balkan young generation need to be represented
properly in all the stages of policy making – from design, to implementation to monitoring.
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On behalf of the partners of Western Balkans Youth Cooperation Platform:
National Youth Congress of Albania
Dafina Peci, Executive Director
Bosnia and Herzegovina Association for United Nations
Mak Selimovic, President
Central Youth Action Council of Kosovo
Vlora Krasniqi, Vice President
National Youth Council of Macedonia
Gordana Kolova, Project Manager
High School Students Union of Montenegro
Andrea Micanovic, President
National Youth Council of Serbia
Miljana Pejic, Programme Manager
On behalf of Cooperation and Development Institute (WBYCP Initiator)
Krisela Hackaj, Executive Director

WBYCP

This is the first step of a joint bottom-up action that the six umbrella youth organizations in the Balkans,
coordinated by Cooperation and Development Institute and supported by Hanns Seidel Foundation, are
undertaking to give voice to Balkan youth and youth organizations.
Our goal is to make our peers, our families, our communities, our countries and the European Union
institutions understand our dreams, our views and our interests, and act upon it.

What’s Ahead?
This year, together with our partners we will
focus on the three most pressing issues for
youngsters in the region i.e. quality education,
employability and youth participation in
policymaking. Expect policy debates roundtables
in all the countries and joint regional research
focused on how to further tackle these issues.
Many more opportunities for the youngsters in
the region and innovative bottom-up cooperation
approaches are what WBYCP’s 2019 will be all
about!
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Get inspired and get active.
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Memories
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